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TREC, For Oak Cliff, City of Dallas Celebrate Opening of
Renovated Community Center
DALLAS (June 19, 2018) – Members of The Real Estate Council’s (TREC) Associate Leadership Council
(ALC) Class of 2018 and TREC’s staff and leadership teams joined with Dallas Mayor Pro Tem Dwaine
Caraway, For Oak Cliff Executive Director Taylor Toynes and his team, and Oak Cliff residents to
celebrate the grand opening of the renovated For Oak Cliff community center. The event included a
brief program, ribbon cutting and tours of the renovated space. TREC ALC members invested almost
$300,000 in grant funds and in-kind donations to upgrade the 4,000-square-foot space, which serves as
a place where community leaders can work to transform the neighborhood.
In celebration of Juneteenth, Toynes told the room filled with TREC members and For Oak Cliff
supporters, “Resilience comes to mind when I think about this community and its people. Without
resilience, we would not be where we are today. It’s not possible without extreme focus and a
collective community family to support our ultimate goals. Today is our day!”
Toynes founded For Oak Cliff in 2016 to improve community engagement by bringing together residents
of Dallas and high-demand resources to create opportunities for deeper ongoing community
organization and development. His mission is to create a culture of education and increase social
mobility opportunities for Oak Cliff residents, especially for the many children and young adults who
study for their GED and find mentorship in this space.

TREC’s ALC partnered with For Oak Cliff to conduct a major renovation as its 2018 class volunteer
project, and they began work in February 2018 to transform the space into a community hub that will
allow South Oak Cliff residents to access resources that promote the nonprofit’s three pillars of
education, advocacy and community building. The renovation includes a new computer lab, children’s
play area, library, recording studio, conference rooms and other resources. It also features a large, welllit, glass-walled conference room that greets visitors upon entry.
“Relationships are the foundation of career success, civic responsibility and community investment,”
said TREC Chair Ran Holman. “The relationship that TREC and our Leadership Class has forged with For
Oak Cliff, Taylor Toynes and the residents in the Super Block have been ones that will influence these
young TREC leaders for the remainder of their careers. Hopefully, they will also be beneficial to the
important work that is being done in this center and for the community.”
The total value of For Oak Cliff’s renovation is almost $300,000. This includes a $60,000 grant from TREC
Foundation along with the donation of fixtures, furniture, supplies and any labor that could not be
performed by TREC ALC Volunteers. According to Elias Bahar, an ALC Class Member, pro-bono design,
consulting and other professional services add an additional $100,000 to the value of the project.
Additionally, more than 1,000 volunteer hours were dedicated toward tearing out the walls and ceiling,
creating a unique hexagonal ceiling fixture for the entryway, painting, installing flooring, cabinets and
shelves, and other labor services.
All work on the For Oak Cliff renovation project was overseen by TREC’s ALC Class of 2018, which is the
organization’s comprehensive leadership development program. The ALC program takes place over a
10-month timeframe, during which selected commercial real estate professionals participate in
educational programs, receive personalized training with a professional executive coaching firm and
implement a community service project.
“TREC’s good works would not be possible without the generous spirit of its members, who donate their
time and immense talent to all our projects,” said Jim Knight, TREC Foundation Chair. “Nowhere is this
spirit more evident than in our Associate Leadership Council. This is an incredibly proud moment for
TREC to see these 30 young professionals investing in their community and partnering with the vastly
important work that For Oak Cliff does in our city.”

As part of the project, TREC’s ALC also recruited a number of partners to donate products or services.
They include the following:
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DPR Construction (Dumpsters)
Imlach Movers (Furniture Moving)
TX Office Installation Services, Inc. (Wall Installation)
Polk (HVAC/Plumbing)
Alpine Roofing Company (Roofing)
Terracon (Asbestos Survey)
AG&E Structural Engenuity (Site Survey)
The Demo Company (Demolition)
Cawley (Ceiling Tiles, Grid, Lights)
Gaedeke (Furniture)
Bradford (Dishwasher)
DD&F Commercial Flooring/ Shaw (Carpet, Flooring)
WCCW Inc. (Millwork)
Prism Electric (Electrical)
Global Furniture/Steelcase (Furniture)
ALA Lighting (Lighting)
Lasco Fittings (Drywall, Acoustical)
Performance Door and Hardware (Doors, Frames, Hardware)
Cherry Painting (Tape, Bed, Painting)
Haworth (Interior Glass Walls)

About The Real Estate Council (TREC)
As the largest and most influential organization of its kind in Texas, TREC represents more than
2,000 individual members and 600 companies, which make up 95 percent of the commercial
real estate businesses in North Texas. For more information, visit recouncil.com or call 214-6923600.
About TREC Foundation
TREC Foundation is the philanthropic arm of The Real Estate Council, working to strengthen the
community in four key areas: education, housing, job creation and the environment. Its hightouch, project-based approach is led by TREC members who identify, review and select the
community projects pursued each year. The selected organizations receive funding along with
the pro bono professional services of our members. Since its inception in 1994, The Real Estate
Council Foundation has contributed nearly $11 million in grant funds to more than 100
nonprofit community organizations supported by professional services valued at more than
$750,000 annually.

